
 
 

First of Its Kind in B.C., Online Resource Goes Live to Help End Gender 

Based Violence 

For immediate release: April 14, 2021 

Vancouver, BC – For Prevention of Violence against Women week, April 11 to 17, 2021, a gender-

equity provincial advisory group launches, the Learning and Knowledge Exchange online resource 

platform.  Inspired by a similar Ontario-based resource, virtual hub mobilizes community-based 

experiences and evidence-informed resources to advance gender equity by ending gender-based 

violence. The website will feature webinars, curricula, research and resources to promote British 

Columbia-based networks directly supporting programs, operations and systemic advocacy of the 

ending gender-based violence sector and its allies. 

 “The BC Society of Transition Houses and its membership is honoured to be part of the BWSS 

Gender Equity Learning & Knowledge Exchange to support the growth of this dynamic inter-

disciplinary intersectional resource for BC to prevent and end gender based violence for all.” Said 

Amy S. FitzGerald, Executive Director, BC Society of Transition Houses. 

“The Gender Equity Learning and Knowledge Exchange will connect practitioners, in any field or 

discipline, with each other to discuss their work, learn from one another.” Said Angela Marie 

MacDougall executive director Battered Women’s Support Services. “The key ingredient in this 

innovation is experiential knowledge by centring the voices of Black, Indigenous and people of 

colour who affected by gender inequity and gender-based violence.” 

“As a lifelong social justice advocate for Indigenous people, I believe we need strengthen our 

supports, knowledge, and action by and for Indigenous women and girls”  Said Leslie Varley, 

Executive Director, BC Association Aboriginal Friendship Centres “I’m looking forward to joining 

this amazing group of people to share, learn, collaborate and grow together.”  

The provincial advisory committee will provide expertise on research, curriculum development, 

practice, and prevention and help convene knowledge keepers and assist in disseminating 

knowledge derived. Hosted by Battered Women’s Support Services, the provincial advisory group 

includes representatives from BC Society of Transition Houses; BC Association of Aboriginal 

Friendship Centres; West Coast LEAF; Rise Women’s Legal Centre; Support Network for Indigenous 

Women and Women of Colour; BC Refugee Hub and Newcomer Info; Qmunity; and the Downtown 

Eastside Women’s Centre.   

“This project is important to me because, as a Two-Spirited & queer person, I am excited to see 

more grounded representation and understanding of two-spirited identities.” Said Songbird, 

Support Network for Indigenous Women and Women of Colour.  "I am proud to play a role in 

helping the community understand the cultural importance and roles of our two-spirited peoples.” 

 “Gender equity is a collective responsibility and requires commitment from everyone to make 

impactful change” Said Bahar Taheri, Project Consultant, BC Refugee Hub. 
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"I raise my hands to BWSS for stewarding the Gender Equity Learning and Knowledge Exchange. 

This initiative will ensure community members have open access to information that is relevant 

and useful to them!" said Nancy Laliberte, PhD 

“I am so excited to been able to access specialized information and knowledge through the BWSS 

Gender Equity Learning & Knowledge Exchange.” Said Rosa Elena Arteaga, Director Clinical Practice 

at BWSS. “This is a one of a kind resource for the anti-violence community, academics, researchers, 

and everyone who wants to learn more about gender equity ”  
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Media contact: 

Angela Marie MacDougall, Executive Director, BWSS – 604-808-0507 

About Battered Women’s Support Services (BWSS) 

Established in 1979, Battered Women’s Support Services (BWSS) is on the front-line in the 

effort to end gender violence, including domestic and sexual violence. Every day, the BWSS 

team takes action through the delivery of direct services, training, legal, institutional and 

systemic advocacy and social enterprise responding to over 18,000 requests for service 

annually – with COVID-19 requests have increased to over 30,000. Forty-one years later 

and BWSS continues as a committed member of the decolonizing and anti-oppression 

feminist movement emphasizing the necessity of community-based approaches and 

interventions into what are some of the most pressing social problems of our time. For 

more information: www.bwss.org  

 

More Information: 

The Gender Equity Learning and Knowledge Exchange 

https://genderequitylke.org/ 

The Learning and Knowledge Exchanges 

https://genderequitylke.org/learning-knowledge-exchanges/ 

Projects Underway 

https://genderequitylke.org/our-work-end-violence/#projects 

The Gender Equity Learning and Knowledge Exchange is possible because of the financial 

support from the Vancouver Foundation and My Sister’s Closet – social enterprise of 

Battered Women’s Support Services. 

 

 

 


